
Shamwari  Game Reserve
Shamwari, home to the coveted Big Five 
and the crown jewel of private game 
reserves, offers a unique, award-winning 
nature experience.  The abundance of 
game that roam free under the unrelenting 
African sun takes you back to a forgotten 
era when survival was the destiny of only 
the fittest.

The reserve is situated on the eastern 
doorstep of Port Elizabeth, in the Malaria-
free Eastern Cape province of South Africa. 
Stretching over 25 000 hectares of prime 
wildlife area, it is one of the largest private 
conservation initiatives in Southern Africa.

Six luxury lodges each offer a 
distinctive ambience as well as an exclusive 
spa experience against the backdrop of 
untamed Africa. Long Lee Manor is the 
majestic Colonial mansion that houses 
the core operations of the reserve. The 
regal setting overlooks wide grassy plains 
where game graze unhurriedly in the 
mid-afternoon heat. Hidden in a gorge and 
surrounded by towering cliffs, Eagles Crag 
is a bird watcher’s paradise. Contemporary 
African décor and wall-to-wall glass doors 
on two sides afford unsurpassed views of 
the hanging rock faces.  Lobengula Lodge 
offers an authentic African experience, 
but with the opulence associated with all 
of Shamwari’s refined accommodation.  

Bayethe and Bayethe Hills Tented Camp is 
the epitome of luxury tent accommodation, 
sheltered by dense African bushveld and 
overlooking the Buffalo River Gorge.  
Riverdene Lodge and Bushman’s River 
Lodge retain Colonial charm while offering 
a personal and intimate experience. These 
beautifully restored farm houses are the 
perfect choice for guests who value privacy 
and enjoy a homely atmosphere.  

Early morning and late afternoon 
game drives in open top vehicles take 
you into the very heart of the bushveld. 
Our knowledgeable rangers enhance the 
experience and maximise chances of 
spotting the Big Five.  Savour a delectable 
sundowner and snacks as evening 
encroaches, before heading back to camp.  

The reserve’s celebrated wildlife 
department are leaders in the field 
of conservation. Fauna and flora are 
monitored carefully to ensure that nature’s 
balance is maintained. Shamwari Game 
Reserve also houses the famed Born Free 
Animal Rescue and Education Centre, a 
sanctuary for several big cats rescued from 
appalling living conditions.  

Shamwari, which means ‘my friend’ 
in Shona, is where the Mantis Collection’s 
guests and wildlife live in harmony for a 
brief moment in time.
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AT A GLANCE
•  Award-winning 

internationally 
recognised private 
reserve 

•  Variety of 
excellent luxury 
accommodation 
options

•  Malaria-free Big 
Five game viewing


